
Second Sunday of Advent 
GLORY BE TO GOD! 

        John the Baptist went throughout the whole region of 

the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-

giveness of sins:  "Prepare the way of the Lord, make 

straight his paths . . . The winding roads shall be made 

straight and the rough ways made smooth." (Luke 3: 1-6).  

Here John not only preaches that people should prepare 

themselves but we will see in the weeks ahead how he also 

aids them, offering them simple challenging acts of kind-

ness which extends God’s blessing in simple ways.  

     Advent is a season which challenges us to look more 

deeply in the events around and see how God is touching 

people hearts. Here is a simple act of kindness that dis-

solved centuries of horrible stereotypes:  

      This fall, a Muslim congregation in Reston, Virginia had 

outgrown its facilities and was looking for a place to meet 

for evening prayers during Islam's holy month of Rama-

dan.  When a Jewish synagogue heard that the Muslim con-

gregation was looking for space, they offered the use of its 

hall.    
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     The synagogue was not just tolerant but welcoming to its 

Muslim neighbors.  Members of the mosque greeted their 

Jewish neighbors with the Hebrew greeting Shalom, and the 

synagogue community responded with its Arabic equivalent 

Salaam.  The rabbi spoke at the Islamic community's Friday 

afternoon prayers; the imam spoke at Friday evening Shab-

bat services. 

       The relationship has grown between the two congrega-

tions. The Muslim community has been invited to continue 

holding their Friday prayers at the synagogue.  The rabbi 

and imam are planning a trip together to the Middle East.    

       The imam, who grew up in the Sudan, said that he had 

never met a Jew until he moved to the U.S. in his 20s nor 

had he ever imagined having a close relationship with a 

rabbi.  His congregation's experience with the synagogue 

had shattered stereotypes.  One member of the Muslim con-

gregation said, "I will not look at the [Jewish people] the 

same." 

      The rabbi said the relationship works both ways.  "You 

really only get to know someone when you invite them into 

your home . . . you learn to recognize their faces.  You learn 

the names of their children."   [The Associated Press, September 17, 

2009.]   
       Advent's "highway" for our God is built one smooth 

stone of kindness and understanding at a time.  There are so 

many wastelands and barren places into which we can bring 

the life of God, so many crooked roads that we can trans-

form into highways through our charity and forgiveness, our 

sense of humility and gratitude.  The work of Advent is to 

bring light to the dark chasms of ignorance, to fill in the 

valleys of poverty and want, to make low the mountains of 

injustice, to straighten roads made impassable because of 

mistrust and hatred.    
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Masses for Immaculate Conception  
 

Tuesday, December 8, 2009 is Immaculate Conception, a 
Holy Day of Obligation.   
 

St. Christopher’s— 9:00 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. on the 8th   
    
St Columba’s in Caledonia    Vigil - 12/7 -    7:00 p.m. 
                                                Day -  12/8 - 12:10 p.m. 
St. Vincent’s in Churchville   Day -  12/8 -   8:30 a.m. 
St. Mary’s in Scottsville         Day    12/8  -  7:00 p.m. 
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MASS INTENTIONS - Dec 5th to Dec 13th   
Saturday 4:30 PM  Ken McCorry by the Lyons family 
Sunday         9:00 AM  Roberta Daniels by Beth Adam 
                    11:00 AM  Frank Ragonese by family 
Monday 9:00 AM  Marean West by The people of St. 
Christopher’s 
Tuesday 9:00 AM  Fred Stohr by Kathleen Delesky 
                      7:30 PM  F or the people of St. Christopher’s 
Wednesday 9:00 AM  Mothers living and deceased 
Thursday 9:00 AM  Communion and Prayer Service 
Friday 9:00 AM  Bernadine Smith by Bill, Donna, Lindsay 
Smith 
Saturday 4:30 PM  Laura Robinson by Beverly& John Neder 
Sunday 9:00 AM  Christine Fudge by Dave & Judy Hasman 
                    11:00 AM  George, Jon and David Noeth by family 
 

NEXT WEEK’S ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, December 6 
  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM (Hall) Liturgy of the Word 
  9:00 AM - (All Clsrms) Pre School - Kindergarten 
12:00 PM - (Any open Clsrm ) Youth/Young Adult Choir 
12:00 PM - (Any open Clsrm ) Parish Life Ministry 
12:30 PM - 02:00 PM (Church) Pageant Choir rehearsal 
  3:00PM - 04:00 PM"An Advent Afternoon" Lessons and Carols 
Monday, December 7 
  4:15 PM - 6:00 PM (All Clsrms) Classes grades 1-5 
Tuesday, December 8—Immaculate Conception 
  4:15 PM - 6:00 PM (All Clsrms) Classes grades 1-5 
Wednesday, December 9 
  6:30 PM - 08:00 PM (All Clsrms) Junior High Classes 
  7:00 PM - (Church) Folk Group 
  7:00 PM - (Rectory) Finance Committee 
Thursday, December 10 
  7:00 PM - (Church) Choir 
Saturday, December 12 
12:00 PM - 01:00 PM (Entire Bldg) Pageant rehearsal 
  4:30 PM - 05:30 PM (Clsrm 6) Liturgy of the Word 
Sunday, December 13 
- (*FYI) Last day to bring in Giving Tree Gifts 
  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM (Hall) Liturgy of the Word 
  9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (All Clsrms) Pre School - Kindergarten 
12:00 PM - (Any open Clsrm ) Youth/Young Adult Choir 
  1:00 PM - 03:00 PM Rectory bsmnt— Giving Tree Wrapping 
 

Christmas Pageant and Family Choir 2009 
Mark your calendars and join us on December 20th at 2:00 p.m. 
for a magical time as we hear beautiful music from the St. 
Christopher Family Choir and watch and listen to the story of the 
first Christmas.  Everyone is invited to participate.  Bring your 
young ones in their PJ’s , and a pillow to sit up front by the 
fireside to enjoy the reading of the story of the first Christmas as 
many of our students add to the performance as Mary, Joseph, 
sheep, shepherds, store keeper and much more.  We are asking 
each family to bring one dozen cookies to share afterwards.  If 
you have any questions call Judy and Karen at 594-1441. 
 

Special Offer 
The Cathedral Shop is offering "Forward in Hope:Saying Amen 
to Lay Ecclesial Ministry" by our own Bishop Matthew Clark at  
20% Off the cover price ($11.95) through December 31st, 2009, 
as a holiday special, beginning Sunday, November 29th, 2009. 

St. Christopher’s Advent Giving 
 Tree of Lights—Purchase a light for our 
tree in the name of someone you love and we 
will send a letter to let them know and invite 
them to visit us to see the tree.  This is also a 
lovely way to honor someone who has passed.  

The letter can be sent to their family as a remembrance.  You 
will find forms for the Tree of Lights at the entrances of the 
Church  If you have questions—please call the rectory 594-
1400 

 Fill the Cradles—We are collecting items for 
warmth for children ages 5 and under and they will 
be given to Focus Pregnancy Center.  Please bring in 
your items unwrapped and place them in the cradles 

at the entrances to the Church. 
 

St. Christopher’s The Giving Tree 
     St. Christopher’s Giving Tree is now in 
place at the front entrance of church.  To par-
ticipate, simply take an ornament or two off the 
tree and purchase the item(s) listed on the orna-

ment.  The purchased gifts should be returned to St. Christo-
pher’s and placed under the Giving Tree.  Please be sure to 

return the gifts UNWRAPPED  with the ornament attached 

to the appropriate gift.  Also, any food items must be store 

bought in a sealed package. 

     If you are unable to purchase the gift listed on the orna-
ment, PLEASE put the ornament back on the Giving Tree 
and if you’re able, take another ornament.  We would ask 
that the gifts be returned no later than December 13, 2009. 

    If you have any questions, please contact either Sheila 
Wimer (594-1542) or Chris McCabe 9293-9248) 
. 

Help Wanted for the Giving Tree Project 
     Santa’s elves will be wrapping the Giving Tree gifts on 
Sunday, December 13th from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the 
rectory basement.  All are welcome to join us for a few hours 
of holiday music, great company and gift-wrapping. 
     If you can help, please call Sheila Wimer at 594-1542. 
 

Golden Agers 
 The Christmas Lunch for the Golden Agers will be on  
Tuesday, December 15, 2009.  It will be at Agatina's again 
this year.   We will meet at Noon and dinner will be served 
at 12:30.  If you did not  receive a sign up sheet, please pick 
one up in the Golden Agers' Mail Box in  Church.  After 
making your selection for dinner, please place it with your  
check in an envelope marked for Chris and put it in the Col-
lection basket or the  Golden Agers' Mail Box.  Choices and 
money must be in by December  6th.  Please also call Chris 
at 293-9248 and let her know if you cannot  attend or if you 
have any questions. 
 

Golden Agers, Save the Date 
On December 9th , from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. our Junior 
High Students will be hosting a Christmas Party for all 
Golden Agers.  If you have grandparents who you think 
would enjoy an evening of goodies, music, singing, and 
games and just great fun, bring them along.   
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Young Adult Evening Out 
To hear international Catholic Young Adult Speaker Mat-
thew Kelly  “Is Catholicism Still Relevant?” 
Sunday, Dec. 13,  7:30pm. St. Leo’s, 167 Lake Ave, Hilton 
Many of your friends and family think Catholicism has  
nothing to offer in the modern world… others thing         
Catholicism is nothing more than a lifeless set of ancient 
rules and regulations… perhaps you even have doubts your-
self from time to time about the modern relevance of differ-
ent aspects of the Catholic Faith. In his talk “Is  Catholicism 
Still Relevant?” Kelly will dispel many of the widespread 
myths surrounding the practice and rejection of Catholi-
cism, while revealing the genius of Catholicism in our every 
day lives. His presentation will be based on his book, Redis-
covering Catholicism, which has been on the Catholic Pub-
lishing Association’s Bestseller list for the past 32 months! 
See Flyers near Church entrances for more info! 
Please contact Maranda to RSVP & for carpool info… we 
will also gather for desert & socializing after the talk! 
 

Building Peace with Justice  
     “Prepare the way of the Lord.” This is the Gospel mes-
sage in the second week of Advent. Advent is often charac-
terized as a time of waiting, and waiting is often thought of 
as a passive stance. But we are called to action in this wait-
ing time. John says we have preparations to make, we have 
work to do; we have mountains to move and roads to 
straighten. 
     What are the mountains in the way of justice and peace? 
Hunger in our community? A 22% adult illiteracy rate in 
New York State? What are the roads we need to 
straighten?  Can we actively clear the path for immigrants 
and refugees to be safe and welcome in the community? 
     This Advent can you take, or make, opportunities to pre-
pare the way of the Lord by joining with others to move 
mountains?                              Human Services Committee 
 

A Ministry to Catholic Women 
Magnificat, a ministry to Catholic women, is celebrating our 
10th Anniversary in the Diocese of Rochester on Saturday, 
December 12, 2009!  
Magnificat is not an organization to join, but an opportunity 
to come together to share a meal, hear another woman’s 
witness, and grow in holiness.  All women are welcome. 
 Please come and join us on Saturday morning, Dec. 12th at 
9:15am at the RIT Inn and Conference Center.  Betsy 
MacKinnon is the guest speaker. Reservations $15.00, stu-
dent $10.00, clergy and religious free. For more information 
or reservations, please call Kathy Murty at 436-1284.  
 

Vocation Awareness 
John the Baptist proclaimed a baptism of repentance, calling 
the people to prepare the way for the Lord.  Every baptized 
Christian is now called to be a witness for Jesus in our daily 
lives, encouraging others to live their lives according to the 
Gospel message. The ordained priesthood provides an op-
portunity to devote one’s entire life to doing that very thing.  
If you think God may be asking you to spend your life as an 
ordained priest, talk it over with someone.  Contact the Of-
fice of Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or voca-
tions@dor.org or visit our website at www.dor.org/
vocations 

Parish Financial Stewardship Summary  
 

                      LAST WEEK             YEAR TO DATE   
Last Week        $ 4,993.62                  $ 140,120.29 
 
Attendance         773                 #of Envelopes     208 
 

             

The Joy  of  Stewardship  

St. Christopher Church 

3350 Union St., P.O. Box 399 

North Chili, N.Y. 14514 

585-594-1400    Emergency Pastoral Care  350-8603 

e-mail: nstchris@dor.org   

  http://www.stchristophersnchili.org 

PARISH  STAFF 

Pastor ……….. ……...Rev. Robert Gaudio   594-1400 
Sec/Business Mgr Marilyn Weinert 594-1400 

Deacon………………... John Cunningham  594-1400/301-8540 

Faith Formation 

      Coordinator………...Judy Leone   594-1441 

Faith Formation 

      Secretary…………... Karen Curtis 594-1441 
   Music Director……….…Celeste Dynski-Trumble 293-2358 
    

Pastoral Minister………..Chris McCabe 594-1400/293-9248 

Young Adult  Minister….Maranda Skolen  719-5851/594-1091 

Youth Minister……….....Kim Potter  329-4642 / 594-1091 

Maintenance…………….Robert Yaw  594-1441 

 

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS: 

 

Sunday Eucharist            Saturday             4:30 PM 

                                        Sunday     9:00 AM &  11:00 AM 

Weekday Eucharist Monday through Friday 9:00 AM 

 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 

 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 Friday—9-12:00 

Rel. Ed. Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday 

 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

 

New families are welcome in our parish and we invite you to 

become more actively involved in our parish activities and 

ministries.  Registration forms and information booklets are 

found at each of the church entrances.   

 


