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ST. CHRISTOPHER’S CHURCH

SERVICE TO HIS PEOPLE

Member of 5 Saints West Pastoral Planning Group
December 27, 2009

GLORY BE TO GOD - Feast of the Holy Family

It was time for the annual
Nativity pageant put on by the
children of the church. The
manger was located in front of
the altar steps. Mary was
there in a blue mantel and
Joseph in a cotton beard. The
wise men were there with a
handful of shepherds, and of
course, in the midst of them
all was the Christ Child, lying
on the straw. The nativity
story was read by the pastor with carols sung at the appro-
priate places, and all went like clockwork until it came time
for the arrival of the angels - a "heavenly host" of the chil-
dren of the congregation dressed in white and scattered
throughout the pews with their parents.

At the right moment the angels were supposed to come
forward and gather around the manger to sing, "Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will among
men," and that is just what they did - except there were so
many angels that there was a fair amount of crowding and
jockeying for position. One angel, about nine years old who
was smaller than most of the other angels, ended up so far
out on the fringes of things that not even by craning her
neck and standing on tiptoe could she see what was going
on. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will among men," they all sang on cue, and then in the mo-
mentary pause that followed, the small girl electrified the
entire church by crying out in a voice shrill with irritation
and frustration and enormous sadness at having her view
blocked, "Let Jesus show!"

The wise pastor decided to end the pageant right
there. "Let Jesus show!" the child-angel had cried out, and
while the congregation sat in stunned silence, the good fa-
ther offered a quick final prayer and blessing, and every-
body filed out of church with those unforgettable words
ringing in their ears.

[From Secrets in the Dark: A Life in Sermons by Rev. Frederick

Buechner.]

May the little angel's cry be our prayer in the year
ahead: "Let Jesus show!" in our homes and in our families,
in our work places and schools; "Let Jesus show!" in our
compassion, alert attention to one another, forgiveness and
joy. May we not "lose" Jesus in the many demands on our
time; may we not "hide" Jesus when the difficult decision

has to be made; may we not "pack" Jesus away until next
Christmas, but may the "Word made flesh" make his dwell-
ing place among us here, now and always, illuminating
every one of our days with his wisdom and grace.

Finally this is the Feast of the Holy Family. There is the
statement that I have always found true in my life that “the
family that prays together stays together.” It is really as
simple as that. I would encourage that some time this day —
before meals or before bed -

that you take the time as a family to say this prayer together.

Prayer to the Holy Family

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of
openly professing as I should, with courage and with human
respect, the faith that I received as your gift in holy Bap-
tism.

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of
sharing by word or by the sacrifice, my possessions and my
life.

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of
loving my family and others in mutual charity as I should,
and establish us in perfect harmony of thought, will, and
action, under the rule and guidance of the shepherds of the
Church.

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, bless me and grant me the grace of
conforming my life fully as I should to the commandments
of God’s law and those of His Holy Church, so as to live
always in that charity which they set forth.

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I ask in particular this special fa-
vor: (Mention your favor).

Dedication of One’s Family:

Most loving Jesus, you came to enlighten our world with
your teaching and example.

You sanctified family life by your grace filled virtues. Grant
that we, with the help of Mary and Joseph, may be taught by
the example of your Holy Family. Give us help in times of
need. Help us to follow the example of Your Holy Family
in the challenges we face in today’s world. We pray this in
Jesus Name. Amen.
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MASS INTENTIONS - Dec 26th to Jan 3rd

Saturday  4:30 PM Kenneth J. McCorry by Ken & Kee
Milner
Sunday 9:00AM Thomas LeBeau by Rite Aid Ridgemont
11:00AM Joseph Dentino vy Angie Dentino
Monday 9:00AM Helen Leschander by Bill & Sharon
Beeke
Tuesday 9:00AM For the intentions of Fr. Bob Gaudio

Wednesday 9:00AM Fathers living and deceased

Thursday 5:00 PM For all those recovering from surgery

Friday 10:00AM For the people of St. Christopher’s

Saturday  4:30 PM Ken McCorry by Henry & Dolores
Korytkowski

Sunday 9:00AM Ann Yanklowski by Bud and Ann
Roach

11:00AM Moses Giovine by Arlene Bianco
NEXT WEEK’S ACTIVITIES
Wednesday, December 30

07:00 PM - (Church) Folk Group

Friday, January 1, 2010

10:00 AM - (Rectory) New Year's Day Mass

Saturday, January 2

04:30 PM - (*FYI) LOW at all Masses

Sunday, January 3

09:00 AM - 10:00 AM (All Clsrms) Pre- School FF Classes
09:00 AM & 11:00 AM (Hall) LOW

12:00 PM - (Any open Clsrm ) Youth/Young Adult Choir
12:30 PM - 02:00 PM (Hall) First Eucharist Parent Meeting

Christmas Pageant and Family Choir 2009
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s pageant.
It was a beautiful afternoon and everyone enjoyed themselves.

Catholic Ministries Appeal

We are pleased to report that we are at 85% of our $47,000 goal
Thank
you to everyone who has sent in their pledge. Please consider
the words of Bishop Clark as you contemplate your gift this

for this year’s CMA. We have another $7,000 to go.

year.
“I ask you to pray about your gift to the CMA and, if you are
able, to make a gift that truly will help your parish, your

diocese and those whose lives and well-being would be reduced

without our ministries.”

Keeping the
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Y& The Staff at St. Christopher’s wishes you
N and those you love a healthy, safe and
; prosperous New Year
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First Eucharist and Confirmation

Preparation for the Sacraments of First Eucharist and Confir-
mation will begin in January. Parents who have a child(ren)
making First Eucharist will be meeting on January 4, 2010 in
12:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Registration forms are avail-
able now, in the Faith Formation Office, for all students who
will be making Confirmation this year. The Confirmation
Parent information meeting will be on January 24, 2010 at
7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall. If you should have any ques-
tions please do not hesitate to contact Judy or Karen at 594-
1441.

¥

March for Life

An Incredibly Inspiring Event

We hope you will consider joining us for the March of
Life. Our bus leaves at 10 p.m. on January 21st from St.
Christopher’s and will arrive at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception around 6:30 a.m. on
January 22nd. Following the march, we plan to leave Wash-
ington D.C. at 4:30 p.m., which will bring us back to St.
Christopher’s Church at nearly midnight.

Each seat will cost $55. If you cannot attend the march,
please prayerfully consider a donation for a person or family
that wishes to attend but needs financial assistance. For
more information on securing a seat for the trip, please call
Joan Reilly at 1-315-690-6455.

Hands of Christ
Class of 2010

Nominations Now Being
Accepted!

Deadline is Jan. 11th!

The Hands of Christ is a recognition program sponsored by
the Department of Evangelization and Catechesis of the
Diocese of Rochester to assist parishes in affirming their
high school seniors who have been the "Hands of Christ" in
their church, home, school and community. Recognized
seniors are invited to receive a plaque from Bishop Clark at
one of three special Recognition Ceremonies held in March
0f 2010.

For details about the nomination process, deadlines, nomi-
nation forms and various events surrounding the Hands of
Christ Program please pick up a flyer located near Church
entrances or contact Maranda Skolen: 719-5851 or maran-
daskolen@hotmail.com
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Vocation Awareness

Today’s readings invite us to live holy lives filled with
heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and
patience; loving one another and forgiving one another,
with gratitude in our hearts to God. May the example of the
Holy Family be an inspiration and an example to all of our
families and let us pray that our own holy families will en-
courage possible vocations to the priesthood and religious
life for our local Church. Office of Vocation Awareness/
585-461-2890/ vocations@dor.org/ website: www.dor.org/
vocations

Building Peace with Justice

That we are God’s family comes through clearly in today’s
readings. Family creates a community of love, helping each
other to grow, and serving those in need. It is a participation
in the work of the Lord. It is holy. In today’s Gospel, Mary
and Joseph model loving concern when they realize that 12-
year old Jesus was left behind and not in the Caravan.

Reflection: Today, some families face multiple burdens of
poverty, racism, religious and cultural discrimination. New
immigrant families can feel unwelcome in our communities
and caught in a conflict between cultures. ( Follow the
Way, USCCB, 1994)

Look for ways to reach out in welcome, love, and concern
to build up the Family of God.
Human Services Committee

Troubles? Don’t know where to turn?
Today’s pressures seem greater than ever. Whether it’s bal-
ancing work and home, caring for children and aging par-
ents, marital or family problems, grief, depression, anxiety,
or stress: the Counseling Program at Catholic Family Cen-
ter helps families, couples and individuals find solutions.
We serve people of all faiths and from all walks of life.
CFC’s counseling program is nationally accredited and pro-
vides professional, licensed, experienced clinicians. Most
major insurance accepted. Sliding Scale Fee available. Call
(585) 546-3617. Or visit our website at http://
www.cfcrochester.org. Your contact with us is confiden-
tial.

Mercy Prayer Center Presents...

..Christian Meditation Group, Thursdays, weekly starting
January 7; 7:30 — 8:30 am at Mercy Prayer Center, 65 High-
land Ave., Rochester, NY 14620. Come and share the si-
lence and peace with those who meditate — beginners or
practitioners welcomed. Presenter: Karen McNamara.
Free will offering. Call 585-473-6893 to register.

Relocation of Charismatic Masses

Effective Jan 20, 2010, and on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month thereafter, the Diocesan Charismatic Renewal Mass
will be celebrated at St. Thomas More Parish.

2617 East Ave. Rochester, NY 14610. At 7:00PM (Our
previous location was at St. John Fisher College.) All are
welcome.
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The Joy of Stewardship

Parish Financial Stewardship Summary

Not available at time of printing.....

In direct terms, Christian stewardship comes right from the
very heart of what it means to be a Christian. Christian stew-
ardship begins with the love at the core of Christ’s message.
Because of His love for us, God entrusts us with the priceless
gift of life — along with our talents, abilities and all our posses-
sions and earthly resources. Therefore we don’t own what we
perceive to be our holdings. God is their rightful owner, and
we, who are their recipients, are managers obliged — not by
law but by gratitude and our Christian faith — to use them in
accordance with God’s plan.

Stewardship ... Live It!

St. Christopher Church
3350 Union St., P.O. Box 399
North Chili, N.Y. 14514

585-594-1400 Emergency Pastoral Care 350-8603
e-mail: nstchris@dor.org

http://www.stchristophersnchili.org

Patrickplace.org ~a comfort care project of 5 Saints West

PARISH STAFF

Pastor .....ceeee vennennn Rev. Robert Gaudio 594-1400
Sec/Business Mgr Marilyn Weinert 594-1400
Deacon..................... John Cunningham 594-1400/301-8540
Faith Formation

Coordinator............ Judy Leone 594-1441
Faith Formation

Secretary............... Karen Curtis ~ 594-1441
Music Director............. Celeste Dynski-Trumble 293-2358
Pastoral Minister........... Chris McCabe 594-1400/293-9248
Young Adult Minister....Maranda Skolen 719-5851/594-1091
Youth Minister.............Kim Winden 329-4642/594-1091
Maintenance................. Robert Yaw 594-1441

SACRAMENTAL CELEBRATIONS:
Sunday Eucharist Saturday 4:30 PM
Sunday  9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Weekday Eucharist Monday through Friday 9:00 AM

Parish Office Hours: ~ Monday - Thursday
9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday—9-12:00

Rel. Ed. Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM




